Monoclonal immunoglobulins and autoantibodies in lymphoid malignancies.
The presence of serum monoclonal or oligoclonal immunoglobulins (paraproteins) was investigated in 38 non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and chronic lymphocytic leukemia patients, 33 patients with solid tumors and 33 healthy individuals. Seventy two percent of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and 31% of chronic lymphocytic leukemia patients had serum paraproteins, in contrast to 21% and 15% of solid tumor patients and normal controls respectively. There was no significant prevalence of a certain isotype or light chain in the non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, chronic lymphocytic leukemia and solid tumor groups. In the healthy individuals all bands were monoclonal of the IgG isotype. No correlation was found between histologic grading of lymphoid malignancy or disease stage and serum monoclonality. No serologic or histologic autoimmune features were demonstrated in non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and chronic lymphocytic leukemia patients. In addition, no correlation was found between serum autoantibody activity and mono- or oligoclonal immunoglobulins.